REPORT OF THE JURY PRESIDENT TO THE BFA HACD

Event Details

Name of Event: 2025 US National Hot Air Balloon Championship

Date of Event: June 9-15,2025 Location: Longview, TX
Number of flights: 4 Number of tasks: 11
Number of Competitors: 56 Number of Disqualifications: 0

Event Personnel

Event Director: Sam Parks Assistant Director: Maury Sullivan

Chief Scorer: JC Smith Safety Officer: Bruce Bussey Asst Safety Officer: Kelly Bussey
Meteorologist: Lorne McClard Steward: Jim Cusick

Jury President: Debbie Spaeth Jury Members (Off-Site): Gary Britton & Mike Gilligan

Complaints and Protests

Number of Complaints: 1 Number of Protests Submitted: 1
Number Protests Withdrawn: 0 Number Upheld: 1 Number Failed: 0
Amount of Protest Fees Retained: SO

Signed: Debbie Spaetiv Date: June 18, 2025
Debbie Spaeth, Jury President

General Comments:

This event was run in accordance with the Competition Rules as approved by the BFA/HACD. The
weather during the event window was a challenge with rain and low ceilings. The competition staff did
a professional job on all fronts. The event was fair and allowed all pilots to compete with the
opportunity to win. Tasks were a combination of marker drops and Balloon Live loggermarks.

Specific observations and recommendations:

Using the 2025 National HABC schedule as an example, for your consideration, | offer a suggestion that
the last competition flight be moved to Saturday morning. And the Awards be early on Sunday morning.
This would allow the final results, any protests and other details to be handled under better timing
conditions. The comment was made that it is always a rush to complete results and the banquet is
never (close to) on-time.

Copies to: Paul Petrehn, Chair, HACD
Sam Parks, Event Director
Gary Britton, Off-Site Jury Member
Mike Gilligan, Off-Site Jury Member



