
June 19, 2025 
 
To:   Paul Petrehn, Chair, for BFA HACD Board 
 
Cc:  Rhett Heartsill, Competitor #7 

Sam Parks, Event Director 
 Maury Sullivan, Asst Event Director 
           JC Smith, Scoring OƯicer 
          Gary Britton, Jury Member 
 Mike Gilligan, Jury Member 
 
RE:    2025 US National HABC Jury decision.  
           Protest by Competitor #7 on June 15, 2025. 
 Decision based on Rule 8.2 VALID TASK 
 

Following up on the request regarding the rule number(s) that were applicable in the Jury 
decision at the 2025 US National HABC.  Rule 8.2 VALID TASK applies, in particular Rule 
8.2.1 and 8.2.3.  Apologies that this was not included in the written response from the Jury.   

With regards to the other rule numbers listed in the HACD Mtg agenda for 06-19-2025, 
the Jury is providing some background information as an educational resource to how 
the Jury considers all rules and how they may apply as related to the protest in front of 
the Jury. 

Rule 5.7.3: 

"The President of the Jury shall report the result and a summary of any relevant 
considerations in writing to the Director without delay, who shall make public the 
President's report." 

Jury Response: Due to the time of the Jury decision, the scheduled awards brunch, and 
previously scheduled departure flight, the President verbally communicated the decision 
to Competitor #7,  the Director and Scoring OƯicer immediately after the decision.  

The President then prepared the written response while waiting to board her flight. She sent 
a hand-written draft to Jury Member Gary Britton.  Britton prepared a typed version and sent 
it to the Director at 14:43. It was posted on WMF at 16:46.  

 Rule 5.9.2: 

"The scores of the event shall be final only after all protests have been dealt with by the Jury 
and the Jury has ceased its functions.  The final scores must be made public before the 
prize giving is held." 



Jury Response: The Task 11 final scores, and thus the overall scores, were posted on WMF 
at 13:37. Task 11 oƯicial scores and Task 10 final scores were posted at 12:37 and 12:47 
respectively.  Since none of the Jury were present for the prize giving, we cannot address 
the timing of the prize giving and related announcements.    

 Rule 8.2.2:  

"The Director has the authority to cancel a task(s) for safety reasons out of the control of 
the Director at any time before the oƯicial status task scores are published." 

Jury Response: The Director had already published Task #10 as all competitors who had 
chosen to launch had completed the task.  (It was noted that two pilots had chosen not to 
participate in the flight and received a DNF designation.)  

As a result of the protest, the Jury queried the Scoring OƯicer and it was confirmed that all 
54 competitors had scored by 8:37, the time of the message to land.  That is, Task #11 also 
showed completion by all the competitors in the air.  Consequently, it was Rule 8.2 VALID 
TASK and related facts that formed the basis for upholding the Task 11 portion of the 
complaint/protest.  

Rules 8.5.2 and 8.10: (see Rule Book for text) 

Jury Response: The Jury did not address matters covered by these rules.  The timing of 
possible notifications of changes was mentioned in the briefing and there was no objection 
or question when the Director stated that it might not be possible to give the full 20 minutes 
as per rule 8.10.   

Also, the complaint/protest itself did not raise any questions about the timing of 
supplemental information.  Consequently, it was not included in issues addressed during 
the protest hearing nor subsequent Jury discussion. 

--------------------------------------- 

For convenience, the published Jury ruling is included below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debbie Spaeth 
Jury President 
2025 US National HAB Championship 
Longview, Texas 
 
=============================== 

 



June 15, 2025 

TO: Competitor #7, Rhett Heartsill 

RE: Protest regarding Tasks 11, 12, 13 from Flight #4 

Based on the information provided to the Jury by #7 Competitor, the Event Director, and the  

Scoring OƯicer, the ruling is as follows: 

1) All competitors were given equal opportunity to launch and begin the competition  

flight. 

2) Due to deteriorating flight conditions the Event Director cancelled further flight via  

What’sApp. 

3) Competitor #7’s phone showed the message was received at 08:37. 

4) All pilots achieved a result for Task #10 prior to the cancellation notice and the task  

was added to the championship results. 

5) Task #11 results show that all pilots achieved a result prior to the cancellation and  

will be added to the championship results.  

6) Tasks 12 and 13 are not allowed as not all pilots had an opportunity to complete the  

tasks and get a result prior to the cancellation. 

The Jury voted to return the $100 protest deposit.  

The decisions by the Jury were unanimous. 

Debbie Spaeth, Jury President 

Gary Britton, Jury Member 

Mike Gilligan, Jury Member  


