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David Bareford            Age 75
Presently live near Kidderminster, Worcs. England
Started ballooning in 1974. I took part in the 1977 British Nationals and first represented the U.K. at the World Championships at Castle Howard later that year coming 10th.  My work took me to South Africa between 1978 and 1980 where I introduced ballooning to the Cape Province. Out there I won the South African National Balloon Championships in 1978, 79 and 80.  I have won the UK National championships on 9 occasions, the European championships three times and won the World championships twice. I flew all my 3 children out from the maternity hospital within 3 days of their births. I now have over 4,100 hours P1.
I was awarded the BBAC and CIA gold badges in 1994 and now have the three 3 diamond additions to it. I received the Gold Medal of the Royal Aero Club in 1997 and the Britannia Trophy in 1998.  I was awarded an FAI diploma in 1999. I was given the Freedom of the City of London in 2008.

I was the met officer for the British Nationals in 1976 and then started competing but returned to the organising side in 1993 when I was the Championship Director for the Rheingas Cup in Bad Camberg, Germany. I then directed a few national weekend competition events in 2002 before directing the British Nationals in 2012 and 2016. In 2019 I directed the Central European Cup in Szeged, Hungary and the European Championships in Mallorca. I then directed the British Nationals and then the pre-Europeans in 2020 and Europeans in 2021 both in Szeged. 
